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Some Instructions on how to use the search in Zotero: 

Our Zotero Library is curated in two ways: In the general library, you can find all the 
available entries. We also created subfolders of broad categories, which you can use to get a 
quick overview of the available publications. But keep in mind that not every publication fits 
into these broad groups.  

 
Fig. 1: The folder structure of the Zotero library 

In the search field, you can search for authors, years and titles just like in any library database. 
In the KIŠIB Zotero Library, all entries are also annotated with tags mentioning keywords 
concerning the content of the publication.1 This allows you to search more comfortably for 
your subject of interest without missing a publication. Tags are given in English; we always 
use capital letters at the beginning of each word, even when the tag consists of two words. 
The tag list can be found on the bottom right, with an option to filter them according to your 
needs. 

 
Fig. 2: Overview of the Zotero library in browser view. Marked are the options on how to search and filter. 

 
1 This huge task was mostly done by Saman Sajedi. 



 

 
LIST OF USED KEYWORD TAGS: 
Below is a list of keywords we used regularly to annotate the publications.  
 
General Tags  

• Excavation, Collection, Private Collection, Online Database, Website, ... 
• Catalogue, Thesis, Introduction, …  

Artefact Types  

• Glyptics, Seal, Cylinder Seal, Stamp Seal, Stamp Cylinder Seal, Sealing, Seal 
Impression, Hollow Clay Ball, Tablet, Envelope, Bulla, Scarab, Seal Ring, Door 
Sealing, … 

Space 

• Country 
o For provenience: Iran, Iraq, Syria, Türkiye, Israel, Palestine, Egypt, ... 
o For collections, the location countries and cities are tagged separately: France, 

Paris, Germany, Berlin, Munich, United Kingdom, London, Netherlands, 
Leiden, Amsterdam, United States, Chicago, …  

o For collections, also the name of the museum, institution or the private collector is 
included: British Museum, Pierpont Morgan Library, Walters Art Gallery, 
Louvre, Vorderasiatisches Museum, … 

• Region (if given in the title of publication) 
o Northern Mesopotamia, Central Mesopotamia, Southern Mesopotamia, Tigridian 

Region, Middle Euphrates, Jezirah, Northern Levant, Southern Levant, Western 
Anatolia, Central Anatolia, Eastern Anatolia, Western Iran, Dilmun, Western 
Syria, Luristan, Hamrin Region, Diyala Region,  

• Settlement  

Time 

If possible, the millennium, the archaeological and the historical periods were tagged 

• Absolute: 
o 4th, 3rd, 2nd, 1st Millennium (best used when the material in the publication 

cannot be reliably categorised or the information is largely unavailable) 
• Periods (archaeological) 

o Neolithic, Pottery Neolithic, Chalcolithic, Early Bronze Age, Middle Bronze Age, 
Late Bronze Age, Iron Age (with subphases) 

• Periods (historical): 
o Uruk period (not to confuse it with the site), Jemdet Nasr, Early Dynastic, Early 

Dynastic I-II, Early Dynastic IIIa, Early Dynastic IIIb, Akkadian, Lagash II, Ur 
III, Old Assyrian, Isin-Larsa, Old Babylonian, Kassite, Mittani, Middle Assyrian, 
Neo Assyrian, Neo Babylonian, Achaemenid, Linear Elamite, Middle Elamite, 
Neo Elamite, Proto Elamite, Urartian, Hittite, Syro-Hittite, Hellenistic, Parthian, 
Sassanian, Harappan, Old Syrian, Middle Syrian, Islamic Period, Medieval, …  



 

Styles 
• When applicable, the kind of style is mentioned as well as the general tag ‘Style’ 

More detailed tags 

• Specific Study:  
o Iconography, Methodology, Documentation, Technology, Production, Material 

Analysis, Prosopography, Seal Inscription, Economy, Administration, Sealing 
Practice, Workshop, Archive, ... 

o For archives, a tag is also given for the name of the archive: Murashu, 
Nurshamash, Persepolis Fortification Archive, … 

• Seal Manufacture: 
o Drilling, Filing, Wheel Cut, Forgery, Re-cutting, ... 

• Name of individuals, if specifically mentioned in the title or discussed in the 
publication (you can check the tag filter to see the used spelling): 
o Zimrilim, Mesilim, Assur-remani, … 

• Specific scientific analysis:  
o Raman spectroscopy, RTI, 3D-modelling, 3D Scanning, pXRF, XRF, X-ray, … 

• Specific Motifs or scenes:  
o Contest-Scene, Banquet-Scene, Mythology, Deities, God, Goddess, Sun-God, 

Storm-God, Sphinx, Filling Motifs, Bull-man … 
• Specific Materials:  

o Clay, Hematite, Lapis Lazuli, … 
• Inscriptions:  

o Inscription; specific content like: Invocation, Prayer, ARAD.ZU, …  
o details of inscription: Named professions (f. ex. Scribe, King, Shakkanakku), 

Affiliations, Institutions, … 


